
Alton Mill Pond Rehabilitation – Evaluation of Alternatives

Alternatives 1
. 
c
o
n
s
is

te
n
t 
w

it
h
 l
o
c
a
l,
 

re
g
io

n
a
l 
a
n
d
 P

ro
v
in

c
ia

l 

p
o
li
c
ie

s
2
. 
 a

ll
o
w

s
 f
is

h
 p

a
s
s
a
g
e

3
. 
 s

ta
b
il
iz

e
 b

u
il
t 
s
tr

u
c
tu

re
s

4
. 
 i
m

p
ro

v
e
 w

a
te

r 
q
u
a
li
ty

5
. 
 i
m

p
ro

v
e
 e

c
o
s
y
s
te

m
 

h
e
a
lt
h

6
. 
  
im

p
ro

v
e
 w

il
d
li
fe

 h
a
b
it
a
t

7
. 
 i
m

p
ro

v
e
 s

tr
e
a
m

 f
is

h
 

h
a
b
it
a
t

8
. 
 g

e
n
e
ra

te
 h

y
d
ro

-

e
le

c
tr

ic
it
y

9
. 
 r

e
c
re

a
ti
o
n
a
l 

o
p
p
o
rt

u
n
it
ie

s
 

1
0
. 
 p

u
b
li
c
 a

c
c
e
s
s
/u

s
e

1
1
. 
 e

d
u
c
a
ti
o
n
a
l 

o
p
p
o
rt

u
n
it
ie

s
1
2
. 
 o

p
e
ra

ti
n
g
 c

o
s
ts

1
3
. 
 c

o
m

m
e
rc

ia
l 

o
p
p
o
rt

u
n
it
ie

s
1
4
. 
 c

o
m

m
u
n
it
y
 

p
a
rt

ic
ip

a
ti
o
n
 &

 

s
te

w
a
rd

s
h
ip

1
5
. 
 d

e
g
re

e
 o

f 
d
if
fi
c
u
lt
y
 i
n
 

o
b
ta

in
in

g
 p

e
rm

it
s
 a

n
d
 

a
p
p
ro

v
a
ls

 
1
6
. 
 r

e
s
p
e
c
t 
c
u
lt
u
ra

l 

h
e
ri

ta
g
e

1
6
. 
 a

e
s
th

e
ti
c
a
ll
y
 p

le
a
s
in

g

Notes

y/n y/n y/n y/n y/n y/n y/n L/M/H L/M/H y/n L/M/H L/M/H y/n L/M/H L/M/H y/n L/M/H

1) Repair Dam and Retain On-line Pond 

with managed succession and fish 

passage
yes no yes no no yes no low no possilbe low low no low low no low

based on high cost and approval difficulty with no public financial 

support and low scores on electrical, aesthetics, cultural heritage and 

commercial opportunities.

2)  Reconstruct Dam and Enlarge On-line 

Pond yes no yes no no no no high yes possible low medium yes low high yes high high cost, limited public benefit

3) Repair Dam and Retain On-line Pond 

with fish passage yes yes yes no no yes no low no possible medum low no low low yes low added fish passage to #1 & combined them

4) Reconstruct Dam and Enlarge On-line 

Pond with fish passage yes yes yes no no no no high yes possible medium medium yes low high yes high

5) Repair Dam and Dredge On-line Pond 

with bottom draw conversion yes no yes yes no no yes low no possible low low yes low medium yes high only feasible if pond dredged, too high a cost for limited benefit

6) Reconstruct Dam and Enlarge On-line 

Pond with bottom draw conversion yes no yes yes no no yes high yes yes medium medium yes low high yes high high cost, limited public benefit

7) Partial Decommissioning /Partial Dam 

Restoration and creation of Offline Pond with 

fish passage yes yes yes yes yes yes yes low yes yes high medium yes high high yes high

8)  Partial Decommissioning /Partial Dam 

Restoration and creation of Offline Pond 

without fish passage yes no yes yes yes yes yes low yes yes high medium yes high high yes high

9) Full dam and pond removal

yes yes yes yes yes yes yes no yes no medium low no medium high no low

based on high cost and approval difficulty with no public financial 

support and low scores on electrical, aesthetics, cultural heritage and 

commercial opportunities.

10) Do nothing to dam and pond but 

restore Stream Habitat up and/or 

downstream
yes no no yes no yes yes low yes no low low no high low no low does not address project purpose nor sub-watershed study recommendations 

11) Do nothing

yes no no no no no no low no no low low no low low yes low

Notes:

Prepared by the Alton Millpond Rehabilitation Committee October 26, 2010


